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" CONVERGENCE PAPER

Workrng Group of the Committee of Permanent Representatlves of UN Habltat

. Pursuant to paragraph 6 of General Assembly Resolution 72/226 two meetmgs of the Workmg Group of
the Committee of Permanent. Representatlves were convened to examine the governance of UN-Habitat,

as well as ltS ﬁnanmal rules and regulatlons in order to. present ﬁndmgs and recommendatrons for the E

cons:deratlon of the General Assembly by the 30" of 1une. The meetings; held on 26 and 28 February,
were: couducted in an open and construct;ve spmt for. which | thank all participants.

From the discussions held during the two meetings, it was possible to identify more points of agreement
than disagreement.- There is a clear consensus, for instance, regarding the importance of strengthemng

UN-Habitat, which has acquired renewed urgency given the Programme’s role as focal point for the New

‘Urban Agenda and the importance of addressing urban challenges in the implementation of Agenda 2030
forsustainable development There is dlso a common understanding that a careful balance between UN-
Habitat's. normatwe and. operatronal tasks must be achneved Furthermore, from-these ﬁrst two rounds
of discussmns it Was evident: that the issues of oversight and procedures must be seen together effective
governance will generate the ‘trust required to endow the Programme with greater operational flexibility.

Thekey procedures under consideration include: granting UN-Habitat composite status; full delegation of

authority to the Executive Director; aIIowmg field and project-focused policies and rules; integrated '
budgeting; and provrdmg regular budget contrlbutxons through a grant modality - all of which should be -

accompamed by-enhanced oversight and accountability. It also came through in discussions that, while a
clear understandlng of. the possrble lmphcatnons of these opnons is required in order for the Working
Group to formulate its recommendatlons, we need not, at this stage, spell out every detail of the preferred
admmlstrative procedures - -accepted by the General Assembly, that task will’ faII upon the future
’ governance structure of UN-Habitat.

At this stage of discussions, a key issue to be addressed revolves around the scope and breadth of the
governance structure to be recommended. One set of Member States has a clear preference for.a

universal membership option, so as to ensure authority and legitimacy to that structure. Another set has

indicated that the Executive Board option would be more approprrate, particularly g:ven the greater
flexibility that is- bemg advocated for the Programme In order to fulf‘ II its mandate thns Workmg Group
“will need to find common ground in considering these perspéctives.

In Iight of this, the Working Grou'p might consider a hybrid option, combining a universalized Governing
Council, or universal Urban Assembly; and a strong and focused Executive Board.

The universal Governing Council would be responsible for providing general policy guidance for UN:
Habitat, as well as for refining global norms and standards. in human settlements and sustainable
urbanlzatlon It could also review the quadrennial report on the implementatiop of the Mew Urban
Agenda s S e - : S

i . . 66




ERIIEy BRI S

The. Executrve Board would be respon5|ble for oversight of the work of UN- Habltat It would approve the -

programme of work and budget ‘and closely monitor performance Its size- and the peruodrcrty of its

* mieetings would’ follow those of other similar bodres in the:UN: System Followmg other examples, the line

of: reportmg for the Executive Board wouId mclude ECOSOC and the General Assem bly

Representatlves would need to be revised. Consideration could therefore be given. to concentratmg its
mandate in the preparatlon of the meetmgs of the new universal Governing Councrl meetings (in which
cas_ , 1 the reductron of CPR meetlngs could also. free up resources for the new. governance structures) Thls
would be W|thout prejudlce to provlsmns berng made to enable CPR members to follow E«ecu(we Board
proceedmgs as observers, in slmrlar fashron to what occurs in other Executive Boards. Furthermore
Mémber States. should strongly consrder basmg both the universal Govermng Councrl and the Executive
Board jn. Nairobi, thus enabling them to benefit from the direct support of the Secretariat and the

knowledge of Nalrobr based delegatlons which comes from day to day |nteract|on with the Programme

Furthermore, consrderatlon should be given to énhancing the pamcrpatlon of stakeholders in partrcular
|ocal authorities - in the work of UN-Habitat. Their interest and rnvolvement in the Programme will not

:'only contiibute to'its enhanced relevance but could provide rmpetus for lmproved fundrnc An urder to
“enhance the attractrveness and usefulness of UN Habrtat for local’ authormes and other’ mkeholders,

provrsrons should be made for their active engagement in‘the unlversal Governing Council. Consideration
could also be given to allowing them to sit as observers in the Executive Board. The Working Group might
also want to consider ways to strengthen the linkages and synergies between the proposed universal

. Goueming Council and the World Urban Forum. One Way of doing this would be to introduce a.-ministerla'l

segment in the World Urban Forum, whrch would continue to be held in alternate years to the

unlversallzed Governlng Councrl
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. Waleed ElSayed ElAraby ' - — . i, .

From: - .~ " Shahira Wahbi <shuhryar@yahoo. com>

Sent: . s Thursday, September 20, 2018 2:26:PM, .

To: - . "'_"'_3'."'.3"Waleed Elarabi; Waleed ElSayed EIAraby _ o '

Subject: - . - Ew’ gl o.»Lcl Note Verbale:: 27th Session of the: Govermng ‘Council of UN-Habitat to
be held in Nairobi, Kenya from 8-12 Aprll 2019 ,

-Attachments: - UNH-SGC-0-180379.pdf; Provisional Agenda for the GC27.pdf

2019, b Clisgd el

----- Forwarded Message el

From: Nairobi Las Mission <na|rob| m|SS|0n@Ias int> C .

To: sS4l uadi<central. mail@las.int>; aelviaal aeill 5 Ll 3 Jbl<envsusdev dept@las int>

Ce: Shyall 5 oitiadi uh.‘<m|55|ons dept@las.int>; Gamal Eldin gaballah <Djamel.djaballah@las.int>;
"shuhryar@yahoé.com" <shuhryar@vyahoo.com> .

Sent: Tuesday, September 18, 2018, 10:58:57 AM GMT+2

Subject: 4> 55l Note Verbale: 27th Sessmn of the Govermng Councn of UN- Hab|tat to be held in Nalrob| Kenya
from 8-12 Apnl 2019

UNHABITAT- e -uum.' [owner-habpermreps@unhabltat orq] owner: habpermreps@unhab|tat org (=
[unhabitat- qcsecretarlat@un org] GCSecretariat

e 04:18 2018,y 17 W G

habpermreps@lists.unon.org :!!

Chris Mensah; Bridget Oballa :4s.s

Note Verbale: 27th Sessmn of the Governmg Council of UN- Habltat to be held in Nairobi; Kenya from 8-12 :g s sall
" April 2019

Excellency . .

I'have the honor to forward th"é attachéd Note Verbale and the provisional agenda for the 27th Session of the
Governing Council of UN-Habitat to be held in Nairobi, Kenya, from 8-12 April 2019. '

Please accept, Exceliency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Chris Mensah
Secretary to the Governing Council . -
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PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE TWENTY SEVENTH SESSION

SR I S

10.

L OF TI{E GOVERNING COUNCIL

(8 to 12 April 2019)

Opening of the session.

, Election of ofﬁcers.

Credentlals

y .:Adoptron of the agenda a.nd orgamzatlon of work

' :Act1v1t1es of the United Natlons Human Settlements Programme

including coordination matters.

Review of progress in the implementation of the New Urban Agenda

| ~and the 2030.Agenda for Sustamable Development
'Report of the World Urban Forum.

‘ Dralogue on the special theme for the twenty seventh session of the -
o Govermng Council. - :

Strateglc plan for-the period 2020—2025 and work programme of the -
United Nations Human Settlements Programme and budget of the
United Nations Habitat-and Human Settlements Foundatlon for the
biennium 2020-2021. :

_Prov1sronal agenda and other arrangements for the twenty elghth
- session of the Govermng Council.

11
12.
13..

Other matters
Adoptron of the report of the session.

Closure of the session.
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. #de pleces jomtes -

H.E Dr Kama] Hassan All
- Assistant Secretary General of the Arab
" League (Head of the Economic Sector)
PO. Box 11642 Cairo - Egypt
PO Box 11642 Cairo Egypt
‘Fax : +20-2-2574-0331

. Sub]ect Request for ﬁnancmg the Trammv of Somﬂlsjv Arab League Countrles

e I wntz to acknowledge rccelpt of your lettcr no 4/2802 datcd 10 May 2018 requestmg the
Islamiic Development Bank (IsDB) to support in financing the training of Somalis by Arab League
Countries namely Jordan, Tunisia, Egypt and Barham '

In this regard and to enable further processmg of the request, I would kmdly request Your
Excellency to suggest to the Somalia Government to provide the IsDB with an Official Request
through the Mlmstcr of Finance (IDB Governor for Somalia)-along with the terms of reference

spec1fymg ‘among. others the capacity needs: of the country, ob_]ectlves numbcr of trainees,
' duranon of the Iralmng and the outcomes of the mtcnded trammg program.

While looking forwaId to receiving thc above mformanon please accept Your Excellency,
the assurance of my highest conmderatxon ' :

“Dr. M’hjnsﬁf Muhtar -
Vice President (Country Programs)
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