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Iraq Ministry of Construction and Housing,
municipality & community cooperated with
UN-HABITAT to finance and implement a pilot
project to improve the living conditions for
Ramadan area in Diewaneya.
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* Due to upgrading and
environmental campaigns and
training, streets became more
clean, houses livable and
environment safer.
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From: aa[mass65@live.com] ©
Sent:  Monday, September 28, 2015 8:00 AM
To: Waleed ElSayed ElAraby
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Waleed ElSayed ElAraby

Page 1 of 1

From: Mai Asfour [mkasfour@gmail.com]

Sent: Tuesday, December 08, 2015 11:21 AM
To: Waleed ElSayed ElAraby; waleed elarabi
Subject: Ll Claad) 5t Ul anld

Attachments: Giill5 G shll 48k 58 1968 4ial (25) #85  588.docx

e

Pt

S s
)f&uwve\,

Srakt dedly KLY Ll gl

Arch. Mai Khalil Asfour

osbas dA e s

Senior director for Housing policies

Housing and Urban Development Corporation
Amman - JORDAN

tel:+962 797313236

fax: +962 6 4618109

12/13/2015
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Dr Alioune Badiane

Director Programme Division UN Habitat

- HE Dr Mostafa Kamal Madbouly Minister of Housing ,Utilities and Urban
Development of Egypt

- Eng Nafisa Hashem Chair of AMFHUD Committee and of Housing Department
- HE Dr AbdullahAl-Ali Al-Nuaim, President of Arab Urban Development Institute
- Eng Ahmad Al-Sabeeh, Secretary of Arab Towns Organisation

— HE Dr Jamaleddine Jaballah Head of Environment ,Housing and Water Resource and

Sust Dev Department of the League of Arab States
~ Honourable Ministers and Permanent Secretaries
— Honourable Members of Delegation from Arab State Countries

— Dear Colleagues of UN Habitat and Members of the AMFHUD Commitee

In 2012, on a specific request from the Municipality of Kuwait, UN-Habitat prepared a report
entitled The State

Of the Arab Cities: Challenges of urban Transition. It was delivered in Arabic and English
and provided an important analysis and stock taking of urban matters in the Arab states

region.

The report followed the historic year of 2011 for the Arab States region. I am referring to that
tumultuous year that brought the Arab States region to a cross road in its political, social and

economic evolution.

As early as 2008, UN-Habitat’s, in its first State of African Cities report -- which covered the
Arab states on the African continent -- issued the succinct, but as history has shown accurate,
advice to Arab States’ governments in northern Africa that only major political, social and

economic reform could avert significant urban unrest.

The report said (I quote): The challenge is to reshape social and urban policies towards
sustainable economic growth and adequate living conditions for rapidly expanding numbers
of young and poor urbanites. But the confrontation with urbanity and modernity can only be
resolved by the region itself, while the outcomes of policies to better integrate the Arab States

in the global economy, and among themselves, will determine the future. (End quote).

Today, we are more than seven years beyond the time UN-Habitat issued this concise

message that referred to three important matters. The expressed need for:

L1

“Social and urban policies”, “sustainable economic growth”, and" adequate living conditions

for young and poor urban dwellers”.
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UN-Habitat’s 2008 message has since not lost its validity, since huge demographic youth
bulges continue to characterize the Arab States’ demographies. In 2010 the region was home

to 357 million people with 56 percent living in urban areas.

Arab youths under 25 and 60 pc of pop are increasingly concentrated in cities, putting strain
on municipal authorities to provide meaningful income-generation possibilities for its large

and young population cohorts. This is as true today as it was in 2008.

The primary Arab State cities are growing rapidly, with some of them now becoming
extended metropolitan region or even joining the ranks of the world’s mega cities with more

than 10 million inhabitants.

Nevertheless, the great majority of the region’s urban growth is actually taking place in the
smaller, intermediate-size cities in the Arab States. These are the cities that often lack the

urban management, planning and other capacities required to cater for such a growth.

In our 2012 report, we stated that urbanization in the Arab States was driven by economic
development, migration to oil-rich countries, drought and conflict. That is still a valid
statement, albeit that the weight of each of these factors has significantly changed over recent

years.

Proceeding climate and environmental change will be with us for years to come, despite the
encouraging agreement recently reached in Paris. Current trends in climate and environmental
change took place slowly and halting this process will be equally slow. Therefore, the Arab
States region will continue to be faced with eco-migrants from areas where access water is
insufficient for human habitat, generating ever more internally displaced persons and

international refugees.

But one factor in particular has changed as a driver of urbanization in the MENA region:
political instability, turmoil and conflict. Conflict is now, perhaps, the most important driver

in the region generating internally displaced persons and international refugees.

Syria has, as of late, dominated the headlines with displacement and migratory flows that are
increasingly considered burdensome by the countries neighbouring Syria and beyond. Living
condition for those displaced by the Syrian crisis are worsening by the day and an end to the
migratory flows is in now way near. UNHCR has reported high levels of trauma and distress
among Syrian refugee children, a shortage of food and a lack of basic household items for

many refugees and IDPs.

While Syria is understandably the current focus of attention, it should not distract from other
significant recent displacements across the MENA region. In Yemen, Libya and Iraq.

The role of governments in the Middle East and North Africa and all the Arab region in
responding to migration and displacement in the region has been important and highly
appreciated. Of course there are extenuating circumstances: Egypt and Tunisia have both

experienced their own revolutions and are undergoing political transformations. They are at
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best middle-income countries and still recovering from the effects of the global financial
crisis; and the scale, speed and complexity of the displacement from many affected countries
by crisis were unprecedented. There are hopes that the recent transitions may provide an

opportunity for reform.

In contrast to the revolutions that brought about much and rapid change in some countries in
the Arab region — the transitions they are now navigating are difficult, complex, lasting longer
than foreseen and could succeed if we work altogether to support the process and to believe

we can achieve peace and stability.

An uneasy mix of optimism and pessimism also extends to the realms of migration and
displacement in the region. During recent crises in the region, the Arab League has been
involved in political and diplomatic processes, while the Organization of Islamic Cooperation
and the humanitarian department of the League of Arab States have all supported the
international humanitarian response in the region, fully in line with the Islamic tradition of

providing asylum and hospitality.

Contrary to common belief, the main challenge is not so much the inflows of immigrants from
the Arab region to Europe, but rather the massive movements within the Middle East itself.
Therefore, there may be need to mobilize greater attention on IDP and refugee protection

frameworks at the regional level.

The Arab region continues to face multiple and complex emergency situations on an
unprecedented scale, that are likely to pose further overwhelming challenges in 2016. In terms
of migration flows, this region is one of origin, destination and transit. Many of those caught
up in these mixed migratory movements are victims of smuggling and trafficking as they face

perilous journeys, notably by sea.

The Humanitarian situation in Syria remains extremely challenging but we have hope and UN
Habitat has remained highly engaged and committed to contribute to bring peace in the

region.

While in the 4™ year of conflict today we have more that 3 million Syrian refugees in the
region. The security situation remains rather volatile and Humanitarian access is a continuing

challenge

In Iraq we have remained strong in our presence and commitment even if the security
situation has triggered new waves of internal displacement. Some 1.8 million people have

been displaced by insecurity and violence and instability between Jan and Sept 2014.

Yemen continues to face complex humanitarian challenges characterized by ongoing

insecurity, localised conflicts, water scarcity and poverty of growing number of population.

But lady and gentlemen so many good and positive news have also been demonstrated and

which gave us hope and pride. The elections in this country Egypt have been successfully
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conducted and few day ago President Al Sissy has inaugurated the second channel of the Suez

Canal which will boost the economy of the country and the region

Tunisia has successfully conducted its presidential elections and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
has demonstrated that Women can and will contribute to build a strong and democratic
society in which every citizen man and woman has opportunity to contribute to the
development of the country and UN Habitat is proud to contribute via the Future Cities

Programme to the transformation of the country and the Region.

From the SDG summit in NY in sept 2015 we are On our Way to Habitat I1I in Quito in Oct
2016 we are strongly positive and hope that this region, one of the most urbanised one in the
world will make strong and a tremendous contribution to building a New Urban Agenda
which will contribute to the massive transformation of the Arab region. i will conclude by
extending on behalf UN Habitat my warms and most sincere congratulations to our Host HE
Mostafa Madbouly for his leadership his vision and above all his generosity toward the region
and the UN by Hosting this first Ministerial Arab Forum for Housing and Urban Development
AMFHUD and I wish you a great success now and in the future for this great and visionary

entreprise.
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Dr Joan Clos
UN Under-Secretary-General
UN-Habitat Executive Director

- H.E Dr. Sami Halaseh, Minister of Public Works and Housing of Jordan and chairman
of the Ministerial Council,

- H.E. Dr. Mostafa Madbouly, Minister of Housing, Utilities and Urban Development of
Republic of Egypt,

Excellences, Distinguished Delegates, L.adies and Gentlemen,
Assalam u Aleikum!

It is my honour and great pleasure to be back in Cairo and to address, for the first time, the
First Arab Ministerial Forum for Housing and ur-ban Development and the Ministerial
Council.

I would like to thank the government of Egypt, the Arab Council of Ministers of Housing and
Constructions, and specially my friend, Minister Mostafa Madbully, for having the vision of
organising this meeting at a crucial moment for urbanisation, for a number of reasons that I
would like to highlight:

First of all, let me start by saying that the adoption of the Agenda 2030 for Sustainable
Development opens a new stage in the history of urbanisation and international development.

For the first time, urbanisation is considered now as a tool for development and consolidates
our vision of urbanisation as a source of economic wealth, social prosperity and
environmental sustainability.

The vital role of urbanisation is reflected strongly in Goal 11, and in no less than five other
Goals and forty targets.

Second. This is happening in a moment in history when over half of the population is already
living in urban areas.

By 2050, it is estimated that urbanisation will accommodate an additional three billion people,
representing 70% of the world’s population.

The Arab States region has experienced both, a significant population growth and an increase
in the urbanisation rates. 56% of its citizens live in urban areas.

It became clear in the discussions over the last 2 days, how conflicts currently experienced in
this region have also accelerated urbanisation through massive urban migration movements.
This has increased the risk of spontaneous urbanisation, and has added difficulties in
managing the cities and also stressed the urban basic services.
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Third. Despite this difficult and volatile environment, the Arab countries have managed well
in promoting sustainable urbanisation, through an unprecedented regional cooperation and
Arab fraternity.

Saudi Arabia has supported human settlements in Palestine and Iraq
Bahrain has also supported Palestine avoiding the demolitions of thou-sand of houses,
Qatar in supporting the strengthening of land management for peaceful coexistence in Darfur.

As a result, UN-Habitat has been able provide support to a number vulnerable citizens,
contributing to the right of a decent life.

Thanks to the generous contributions of Egypt in supporting our Regional office for Arab
states, the programe in the region increased by 5 fold in 5 years. We have also appreciated the
continuous support of Jordan in hosting our regional information office.

Fourth. In this context, it is very important to mention that the Arab States urban
transformations have profoundly contributed to the economic and social prosperity of its
citizens.

Urbanisation, if well planned and designed, is an engine of growth, innovation and job
creation.

UN-Habitat is advocating for the elaboration of National Urban Policies as an instrument of
national government coordination of all minis-tries involved in urbanisation. Six different
Arab countries are in process of elaborating their National Urban Policies.

Your experience is very important and useful not only for us, but for the rest of the world.

This brings us to a final point in my reflection, crucial for the future New Urban Agenda:
Habitat II1.

Fifth. In less than a year Habitat 11 is taking place.

It will be the first global summit following the adoption of the 2030 agenda, and the new
climate agreement adopted in Paris-COP-21.

You (the Arab States) have an extraordinary potential to become a role model for the New
Urban Agenda and in the implementation of SDG 11.

There is a huge opportunity for the Arab States to accelerate the New Urban Agenda by
sharing your experiences, policies and legislation.

I thank those who have prepared the National HIII reports and I encourage those who have
not yet submitted them, to do it.

The adoption today of a Regional Strategy on Housing and Sustainable Urbanisation is a very
important commitment to the implementation of SDG 11 and Habitat III and the NUA, and
reflect your commitment to them.
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In UN-Habitat we stand ready to provide support when requested in a number of strategic
tools that have resulted in successful results:

+  We offer advise on legislation, urban design and municipal finance schemes

*  On developing National Urban Policies

* On a new approach of urbanisation which places development at the core of the
process that focus on employment, specially youth employment, and the provision of
affordable housing at the centre of the strategy.

Let me conclude by quoting an eminent Arab Egyptian leader, late President Gamal Abd
Nasser, who once said that * Events are not a matter of chance™.

Urbanisation neither. Good urbanisation does not come by chance but by human design.

Mr. Chairman,
Excellences, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Given the characteristics of the Arab region, we place high priority to the analysis of urban
legislation through the expertise of local experts in or-der to achieve a modern and efficient
urban model totally coherent with your culture, history and traditions.

Let us take a look at the legacy of Al Andalus. The cities of Granada, Sevilla and Coérdoba
were well designed and planned and we are still enjoying their structure for more than 5
centuries.

Let us build a better future for the upcoming generations, investing in public space, good
legislation, good design, adequate municipal finances, land readjustment and planned city
extensions.

By getting urban development right, cities can contribute substantially to create jobs, improve
social inclusion and protect local ecosystems.

In urbanisation we cannot fix technically what is wrong politically. Let us design and plan
properly a better urban future your political leadership.

Shukran Yazilan wa Kul Am wa Antum Bijair.
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We Note in general that there Is a concentration on
the economic and the environmental slde and less
focus on the social side as a pillar of sustainable
development and as part of the challenges and

urban issues
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We suggest to mentionad the names of the Y Y Arab

countries as a Footnofe for clarification
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We suggest to provide a short explanafion about the
role of the mentioned “Arab Ministerial Forum of

Housing and Urban Development®

[ Comment [T.K!]: Adequate fiving standard

Comment [T.K¢]: Provide access to inclusive,

[

sustatnable and adequate housing for all
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We propose (o add the following as one of the
housing issues:
Weakness use of sustainable materials and

construction techniques

Comment [T.KA]: (oo g pingar 3b L',S.uv
550 sl Y 3o s el I 5210

Raising the issue of refugee camps within the

mentioned “unbalanced transitions”

Comment [T.K*]: We suggest lo mention:

The problem of the refugee camps and lhelr impact

on the host country's demagraphy —

May be we could reformulate the issue:
sImpact of displacement caused by invasion and
security issues, and natural and manmade disasters,
in host countries (such as refugee-camps and
unexpected papulation growth, constraining fn the
provision of house and basic service)
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We suggest to mention the issus of security of

tenure as rights of individuals in informal settlament
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We suggest to menlion the problem of weak
existence of public participation pringiples in urban

policies

Comment [T.K! ¥]: hoa’ S8 Al &
380 s ALYl e Gaddad
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We suggest adding ihe idea of [ack of
Implementation of the green economy principles

mentioned tn previous "strategies”

Comment [T.K!T]: Provide access fo inclusive,

sustainable and adequate housing for all

Comment [T.K! t]: to inclusive, sustainable

and adeguate housing for al
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[ Comment [T.K31]: Security of tenure
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We suggest adding or integraling the following
target;
Work on activaling the social work perspective based

on human nights-based approach

Comment {T.K1A]: participation in the decision

making process as well
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We propose to Integrate the principle of participatory

approach with the mentloned objectives of
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* The Development that meets the needs of the
present without compromising the ability of future

generations to meet their own needs.
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Source: the term, Sustainable Development was published in a report by World Commission on
Environmental and Development (WCED}, 1987, also known as Brundtland report.
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* The human right to adequate housing is more than
just four walls and a roof. It is the right of every
woman, man, youth and child to gain and sustain a
safe and secure home and community in which to live

in peace and dignity.
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