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Putting the Arab Urban Agenda into Action 

Organized by League of Arab States 

Wednesday, 10 May 2017 -Venue: Conference room 9 

Time: 13:OO - 13:45 

Background & Objective: 

With more than half of the Arab population living in urban settings, well-planned and managed urban 

growth is vital for the sustainable development of the Arab countries. In this respect, the twenty-two members of 

the League of Arab States have developed and approved the Arab Strategy for Housing and Sustainable 
Development 2030 - during the Arab Summit of 2016 - with the vision of ensuring integrated and sustainable human 

settlements that are resilient, competitive, and capable of providing better life standards in the Arab reglon. 'The 

Arab Strategy outlines the commitment of the region towards the implementation of the New Urban Agenda and the 
consideration of its values and principles in  the various contexts of the Arab countries in  order to  provide urban 

prosperity and opportunities for all. TMs event will present the proposed quinquennial implementation plan of the 

Arab Strategy, its scope, priority themes and the principles to be respected t o  ensure efficient and concrete actions 

with tangible impact for all, including the most vulnerable groups in the region. The event aims to provide an 
opportunity of discussion for other interested stakeholders t o  engage and take part in shaping the suggested Action 

Plan and exchange on its future priorities. 

Relevance t o  the GC26 theme: 

The side event is aligned wi th the main theme of the twenty-sixth session of the Governing Council seeking 

"Opportunities for the effective implementation of the New Urban Agenda", and with its Sub-theme 3 "Integrated 
human settlements planning for sustainable urbanization", in particular. It illustrates the prospects of putting the 

New Urban Agenda into action in the Arab region through the implementation plan of the Arab Strategy for Housing 

and Sustainable Urban Development 2030. 

Speakers (by order of speaking): 

Mr. Dyfed Aubrey, Director (a.i.), UN-HABITAT Regional Office for Arab States (Moderator). 

Ms. Aisa Kirabo Kacyira, Deputy Executive Director of UN-Habitat. 

Amb. Abdelmoneim Mohammed Mabrouk, League of Arab States, Nairobi, Kenya 

Mr.  Talal N. Al-Shamaari, Assistant Secretary General, Supreme Council for Planning and Development, State 

of Kuwait. 

Fatna Chihab, Secretary General of the Ministry of National Planning, Urban Planning, Housing and Urban 

Policy, Kingdom o f  Morocco. 

Contact Person: Waleed ElSayed ElAraby; Housing Officer, LAS at: waleed.elaraby@las.int 
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Resolution 26/xxx Human Settlements Developrnenl in the Occupied Palestinian Territory 

The Governing Council 

'Plj S?xi'i:n_c i ts  resot l~t i>-~ 1$!::?. j2033), in ,.2, nit:-, i: endorsed the establishment of the 
Spgcla; ? ~ r ; - a r ,  Serti~me-:: J-.::,.:.ric rc r  :he ;'a[?;t;-;izn Peoc/p and the Technical 
c oo,-G-7- ; - -  7 FS>r+, 5 - - '- - - - r.:,; - ~ . k; . C: 2:jll > C I ~ ~ I  .,=.3/;7 ': ;-iied : ~ p o n  nlember States .,L-. s:: - - . :  A .- 

. .. to 7-c.y:zf -,:-'a-c,2; -cn-,-+r- - - -  . - -  . _ --; . . :.-_-.--: - - -  ... . + - - I ? -  Z ~ T ;  el-ZF-7s PTc,r;lr:ne for 1t.e Pslestiniarl 

p e o l e  3p.f i : ~  Sr,-,.,s: F,;- - 
jppzj P:r.,,c'-,- ;~C7/I.ti3;- I Z  : ,:C:>) ll."'k - - I .  ' .--I I , _ I  i , _ .d .  - L A  - ,, . , _ . .  .s- sz i;:r,,- 'IPt-i+3ita! to  further focus its 

, .  . . ~c~:a;;ar;s 3 ~ :  $oLs~:,~, %z!l. 5743 ;::-.,r~i:g .55-.e~. :e:=lgti~ifig the quality of the technical 

355ess,7>??;: >rg?.-:Ize3 5'; L]j4--7;ci:6t 3rd ach.-3\.!:!edgirrg ine progress made on these issues 
..ri'b is. t~:n,-, rl ;5siit3";c Of J'j-tjabitct 

'PP3; . ~ . r k r r ; : : i e ~ ~ i r i g  the challsnges to  ensuie the fi17ancial sustainability of the Special Human 

Settlemen: Progrsmme of thri Palestinian Peopie and the Technical Cooperation Trust Fund 

1. Coik cn Ubl-Habitat to  continue to  focus its work where there are acute humanitarian and 
deve!rrr,rner;t needs as identified through technical assessments by UN-Habitat,Particular 
ernpnasis should continue t o  be devoted to the important needs of the Palestinian 
cornni~r~ i t ies in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, since 1967, through strengthened UN 
Habit?: Prc;~cts, as detailed in various UN Habitat reports, in full coordination with all 
cor.cer-2s i;r$es. 

2. Reqiltlsrj the Executi\~e Director of UN-Habitat t o  reconvene the Advisory Board to the 
Special !-!LTT;~I Se~tlements Programme for the Palestinian People and the Technical 
Cooperarior: Trust Fund -w i t h  a particular emphasis on reviewing progress and supporting 
fundrzisir!g :o meet identified gaps in view also of the implementation of the New Urban 
Agenda 

3. Colls upon r.emDer states and other stakel~olders in a position t o  do so to  financially 
suppor: :he Special Human Settlernerit Programnie for the Palestinian People and its 
Techr;ical Cooperation Trust Fund 

4. Calls clpor! all concerned parries to  take practical measures that can foster sustainable 
urbanization in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, and in so doing improving the conditions 
for peace 

5. Requejts the Executive Director to report to the Governing Council at its upcoming session 
on progres5 with regard to  the Special Human Settlements Programme for the Palestinian 
People, including progress in the rnobilisation of financial resources for the Technical 
Cooperation Trust Fund. 
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Waleed ElSayed El Ara by 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

c Mai Asfour c mkasfour@gmail.com 
Sunday, July 16, 2017 1217 PM 

Waleed EISayed EIAraby; waleed elarabi; Director General 
d;JWI epllsSl jg]l s ~ I  

Arch. Mai Khalil Asfour 
~s"-t&,,., 
Senior director for Housing policies 
Housing and Urban Development Corporation 
Amman - JORDAN 
tel:+962 7973 13236 
fax: +962 6 4618109 
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Proposed fields of cooperation 

Exchanging experts specialized in fields of common interest for both 
parties including: (a detailed program t o  be agreed upon in this 
respect) 

- Sustainable urban development. 
- Urban planning a t  regional and local levels. 
- Policies and mechanisms of informal settlements development 

and informal housing treatment. 
- National and local urban observatories work plans, and indicators 

preparation. 
- Strategic plans for urban and rural areas. 
- Preparation of geographic databases in urban plans using 

Geographic Information Systems (GIs). 
- Developing laws and legislations organizing development. 
- Institutional development for urban planning institutions. 

- Infrastructure. 

Exchanging information and documentation on: 

- Cities and villages strategic plan guidelines. 

- Regional urban development strategies. 
- Cities and villages urban development strategies. 
- Informal and deteriorated areas development strategies. 

Holding joint seminars and workshops on fields of common interest 

Cooperation can be achieved through various mechanisms including: 

- Exchanging studies and reports via electronic sites. 
- Encouraging experts' visits from both sides. 
- Common coordination in seminars and conferences, in addition to 

participation in exhibitions. 
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League of Arab Slates 
Council of Arab Economlc Unity $A\ &JL&YI i ~ q i l  '&a- $41 J9JI &J+ 

Arab Uniori for Cement and Building ;I.laterials  dl J I ~ ~  &X J L Y I  

Inter-Arab Organization-General Secretariat 
-- 
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